Girls to Women: Coming of Age

Individualized Reading ASD#006000)

Course description: This course is designed to capture the interest of Alaskan girls in literature while giving them an opportunity to explore their own sense of identity. The project meets the requirements for receiving a half credit in Individualized Reading through the Anchorage School District through independent study. The students will read  five books about young women beginning with a story related to the Native experience and moving to two Alaskan stories, then two international pieces.  The project includes exploring the literature through other media, either audio or video and a final project that is a written story reflecting the student’s own experience.

Goals or outcomes;

1.  Student will earn ½ credit in high school Language Arts.

2. Student will establish herself as an independent learner by completing the course with minimal oversight by the deadline.

3. Student will expand her interest in literature through the continuation of independent reading for pleasure beyond the duration of the course.


Resources:

Bird Girl and the Man Who Followed the Sun: An Athabaskan Legend from Alaska
by Velma Wallis

Two in the Far North by Olaus J. Murie, Margaret Murie and Terry Tempest Williams

Tisha by Robert Specht

Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank

Student-selected video related to one of the above.

Student-selected audio book of one of the above.

Book response grid for each book that focuses on the emotional path of the main characters.

Final project: My Own Story

"My Own Story" final project has two parts.  In the first part, you will choose one of the girls from the stories we read with whom you most identify and write a two page paper about why and how you identify with her.

In the second part, you will think about all the women in your family and choose one to talk to about her own teenage years. You will write and conduct an interview to find out more about her experiences as a girl becoming a woman.

Book Response

Name:

Date:

Name of book:

Author:

Directions: Choose two characters, one must be the main character, and complete the following questions for each.

1. Main character’s name:

2. The age of the character, or range of age throughout the book:

3.What is the primary conflict the character faces?  Describe how the conflict makes the character feel.

4. Is the conflict believable?  Do you think the character responds in a believable manner?

5.Describe how the primary conflict was resolved;

6.  Do YOU think the solution was a good one?  Would you have chosen another solution?

7. Did you identify with the character at all, particularly emotionally?  Describe how. Be specific.

1. Second character’s name:

2. The age of the character, or range of age throughout the book:

3.What is the primary conflict the character faces?  Describe how the conflict makes the character feel.

4. Is the conflict believable?  Do you think the character responds in a believable manner?

5. Describe how the primary conflict was resolved;

6.  Do YOU think the solution was a good one?  Would you have chosen another solution?

7. Did you identify with the character at all, particularly emotionally?  Describe how. Be specific.

