27_Order and Design  - Classification of Living Things and Dichotomous Keys  Part I

Tuesday:

___ Go to: http://anthro.palomar.edu/animal/animal_1.htm and read through this website.  I like that it has pronunciation assistance with any word followed by a picture of a speaker.

I would add a caveat regarding this sentence in the reading: 

"Since Darwin's time, biological classification has come to be understood as reflecting evolutionary distances and relationships between organisms.  The creatures of our time have had common ancestors in the past.  In a very real sense, they are members of the same family tree." 

The "family tree" (the type of graph shown on the webpage) shows the relative likenesses between organisms well,we need to be very discerning in making the blanket statement that they reflect evolutionary distances.

____ Take the quiz on this page: http://anthro.palomar.edu/animal/quizzes/anaquiz1.htm.  How did you do?  

____ Watch the video in the resources column of the Order and Design page of my website.

Wednesday:

____Read the webpages: http://anthro.palomar.edu/animal/animal_3.htm and http://anthro.palomar.edu/animal/animal_4.htm.

____ Take the quizzes that follow.  This is simply an introdcution to the classification system now used.

____ Search the Internet and come up with at least ten examples of the Latin names of living things.  Find examples of plants, animals, bacteria, fungi and protista!  Use your exemplary searching skills and when you find an example, write it down!* For example, a Red Oak is called Quercus borealis.  Keep in mind the naming conventions of capitalizing the first term only and writing in italics. Also i

Thursday:

___ You are excused for testing!

Friday:

____ Read the webpage: http://anthro.palomar.edu/animal/animal_2.htm, keeping in mind the caveat I expressed above.  Similarities in homology does NOT necessarily indicate a common source.  Sometimes, it does.  However we must always remember that true science is observable, measurable and repeatable and there are many assumptions bespoken as truths within the field of evolution that are none of these.

(For a further discussion of this topic, I highly recommend the film, "Ben Stein's Expelled".  It's available on Netflix-on-demand if you subscribe to that service.)

You will receive another homework assignment to cover next week.  We will also NOT be having class due to testing and the homework assignment length will reflect that you are testing!  

