18_Finishing Up Cells!

Monday:

____ Okay folks, your break's over!  Please click on the "Science Fair Schedule" link in the resources column of the homework page on the website. Please, print this out.  This is the general schedule. I will be giving you more specific direction as we move through the semester.

____ Your task for the science fair project this week is to:


1. decide on your specific topic and email it to me by Tuesday.  (nardalyn@gmail.com)


2. When I respond to your email, you can begin to do some background research.  Initially, this


means you should look up some websites related to your topic and gather some information


Come to class on Thursday with at least three sources* of background information.  These


can be a website, a book, a magazine, a video etc.

We will finish up our study of cells this week by reviewing the vocabulary of the parts and functions of the cell. I also want you to work on developing your skill at taking notes on a topic and creating cues for yourself to help you be sure you understand what you read.

For example:  Suppose you are reading a book about ravens and are taking notes on the important points.  You read that they belong to the "corvid" family and you dutifully write that down.  However, you have no idea what that really means.  You have some choices as you continue in your note-taking:


1. Ignore the fact that you don't know what the word means and hope you only have to memorize it and regurgitate it without any further understanding.


2. Tell yourself you know what it means a little bit - it must be a label for a group of birds of similar type. . . 


3. Underline or otherwise indicate to yourself that this is an unknown word and when you are done taking notes - go look it up!

____ Before you begin reading, please look up and write down definitions* of these words:


eukaryote


prokaryote


metabolize


lipid



enzyme


synthesis


cytosol



mesophyll


hydrophilic


hydrolytic




Tuesday:

____ Go to: http://www.stemnet.nf.ca/~dpower/cell/main.htm. This page is the introduction to 9 pages about the cell.  Read each page and take notes* that help you remember the purpose of each cell part.

When you take notes, simply write down important points, perhaps using lists or bulleted lists. These are for you so you do not have to worry about grammar.  Taking notes is a way to actively engage in learning material to help you stay focused and to help you identify things you need to learn more about in order to fully understand what you are reading.

Most of this information retells what you have already learned and read about, so the material should be familiar.  (There are a number of misspellings on these pages - I apologize for that!) Note: not all the organelles we've discussed are represented.  

____ Email me your very specific science fair topic!

Wednesday:

____ The tube of blue salt water in the large vase of clear, plain water did something interesting.  We thought it might explode with the osmosis of fresh water into the tube.  We thought it might shrink due to the diffusion of solutes out of the tube.  What happened?  The fresh water gradually became blue, the volume of the tube did not change and the color of the blue inside the tube lightened until the water inside and the water outside the tube were the same color.  Describe, using the terms osmosis and diffusion, what you think happened*. You can write a paragraph or draw a diagram that clearly explains what you think.

____ Go to: http://learn.genetics.utah.edu/content/labs/extraction/ This website will allow you to walk through a virtual lab about DNA extraction.  So much happens in the cells that we can't see! Amazingly, we can see DNA.  We will do the actual lab in class, this is just an introduction. (We'll also talk about what DNA is!)

____ Find three resources *for background information for your science fair project.

Thursday:

____ Bring to class:



vocabulary words



your cell notes



your explanation of the blue water process 



your list of three resources

